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Press Release               For Immediate Release

	MacuCLEAR’s initial drug candidate, MC-1101, Enters Clinical Development; Results Expected in Early 2009 - Study Uses Novel Trial Design



	


	

	


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	

	PLANO, TEXAS (October 31, 2008) MacuCLEAR, Inc., a clinical-stage biopharmaceutical company  developing novel treatments for diseases of the eye including the leading cause of blindness, today announced that its initial drug candidate MC-1101 has entered Phase I human clinical development. 

MC-1101 is a novel, topically administered, small molecule being developed for the treatment of the dry form of age-related macular degeneration (AMD).   MC-1101 is a potent treatment that acts by increasing choroidal blood flow and interrupting the pathophysiology of AMD by significantly reducing the accumulation of the retinal related waste by-products which is believed to damage retinal cells, thus leading to the development of AMD in patients.

The Phase I study is expected to yield important information about the safety as well as assess the key pharmacologic activity of MC-1101 in patients with the dry form of AMD.

“We are excited to reach this important stage of development and to begin our human clinical program to take on the very serious and very debilitating condition caused by AMD” stated Philip G. Ralston, President and Chief Executive Officer of MacuCLEAR, Inc. “We are grateful to Dr. George Chiou, MC-1101’s inventor, and  the hope that it may provide to AMD patients.”

 Dr. Chiou,  is a distinguished professor and Director of the Institute for Ocular Medicine, at the College of Medicine, at Texas A&M University. Dr. Chiou, MacuCLEAR’s Chief Scientific Officer, is also led the development of Timolol, the pioneering treatment for glaucoma.

 The randomized and double-blind study includes 30 adult volunteers diagnosed with the dry form of AMD who will receive multiple administrations of MC-1101 over a period of several days to assess the safety and determine the level of pharmacologic activity of MC-1101 using laser Doppler technology

“We believe MacuCLEAR’s approach to treating the dry form of AMD has a great deal of promise and look forward to learning more about the potential of MC-1101 in this first clinical trial,” said Dr. Yu Guang He, MD, MacuCLEAR’s Senior Medical Advisor. 

.Dr. He is currently an associate professor in the Department of Ophthalmology, University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas. He is the first and current holder of the Zora Meagher Macular Degeneration Research Professorship. Dr. He is a Diplomate of the American Academy of Ophthalmology. 
About Dry AMD:
AMD afflicts over 30 million people worldwide and is segmented into “dry” and “wet” forms of

the disease. Dry AMD accounts for approximately 90 percent of the total AMD population, and

unlike wet AMD, there are no approved therapies for the disease, which is currently the leading

cause of vision loss in people over 50 in the world.

About MacuCLEAR: 

Texas based, MacuCLEAR, Inc. is a specialty pharmaceutical development company, focusing on
treatments for vascular diseases of the eye.   
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